[A rare complication during the surgical removal of an impacted maxillary third molar].
A 12-year-old boy was referred by his orthodontist due to the dysmorphic condition of the impacted teeth 18 and 28. Because teeth 17 and 27 were close related to the third molars, the decision was made to remove the impacted teeth under general anaesthesia. During luxation of tooth 28, it was accidentally displaced deeper into the socket. The tooth could still not be localized after the use of radiographs, an antrostomy, and surgical exploration. It was decided to leave the 28 in its place and to perform cone beam computertomography. This showed that tooth 28 was displaced into the infratemporal fossa. Since the patient was free of symptoms, a period of watchful waiting was initiated. A control visit and cone beam computertomography 9 months postoperatively revealed no signs or symptoms or changes in the position of the displaced tooth. It was therefore decided to leave the third molar in its displaced position. Displacement of a maxillary third molar into the infratemporal fossa is considered a rare complication.